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London Borough of Islington

Licensing Sub Committee A -  30 December 2019

Minutes of the additional summary review meeting of the Licensing Sub Committee A held 
by teleconference at 1.00 pm.

Present: Councillors: Sheila Chapman (Chair), Marian Spall (Vice-Chair) 
and Satnam Gill

Councillor Sheila Chapman in the Chair

93 INTRODUCTIONS AND PROCEDURE (Item A1)
Councillor Sheila Chapman introduced all participating in the teleconference 
meeting.

94 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Item A2)
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Alice Clarke-Perry.

95 DECLARATIONS OF SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS (Item A3)
Councillor Gill substituted for Councillor Clarke-Perry.

96 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (Item A4)
None.

97 SUMMARY REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE AT ORLEANS, 259 - 261 SEVEN 
SISTERS ROAD, N4 2DD UNDER SECTION 53A OF THE LICENSING ACT 
2003 (Item A5)
The police advised that the application was submitted following a serious incident 
outside the nightclub on Christmas morning. A male was ejected from the club.  He 
then threw a can at door staff.  In response, a member of door staff retrieved a 
metal pole from inside the premises and all three members of door staff attacked 
the male customer, beating him over the head numerous times and kicking him 
whilst he was on the floor. They then returned to the premises and left the male 
lying on the pavement.  A member of the public flagged down a passing police 
vehicle who then called an ambulance.  The door staff did not contact any 
emergency services.  When asked, the premises did not know how the man came to 
be injured but local authority CCTV captured the evidence and staff have been 
arrested.  The police made contact with the DPS asking him to produce a 
management report but this had not yet been received.  The DPS had put no 
additional measures in place and had not spoken to staff.  The police considered 
that the DPS had not taken the issue seriously.

The police stated that the three door supervisors had worked together to attack a 
customer.  They had known where to source a weapon from and where to hide it.  
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This suggested that the management of the venue had failed so badly that it 
presented a risk to safety.  The police stated that, in order to protect the public on 
New Year’s Eve and other events in January they asked that the licence be 
suspended.

In response to questions it was noted that there had been previous problems at the 
venue.  The most serious incident occurred when a member of door staff had been 
stabbed in the neck and the venue had tried to cover this up.  An officer panel had 
been held earlier in the year as a result of the issues at the premises.

RESOLVED 

The Licensing Sub-Committee considered whether it was necessary to take interim 
steps pending a full licence review. The Sub-Committee took into account the oral 
and written representations from the police. 

The Sub-Committee decided to suspend the licence of Orleans, 259 – 261 Seven 
Sisters Road, N4 2DD with immediate effect, for a period of 28 days, as an interim 
measure pending a full review hearing.

REASONS FOR DECISION
There had been an incident of serious crime and disorder perpetrated by the venue 
door staff, whose violent assault with a weapon on a member of the public, was 
captured on CCTV.  The door staff have been arrested for the offences by the 
police.  Another member of the public flagged down a passing police vehicle and the 
police called an ambulance.  No member of staff at the venue contacted the 
emergency services and the police advised the Sub-Committee that the venue staff 
appeared to have attempted to clean the blood from the crime scene. 

The police spoke to the Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS) some days after the 
incident to ascertain what measures had been put in place following the incident 
and the DPS confirmed that no measures had been put in place and they had not 
spoken to the venue staff in relation to the incident. 

The Licensing Sub-Committee also heard from police that this most recent serious 
incident is not the first occurrence of a serious act of violence this year to which the 
venue have failed to respond appropriately. It was also noted that the venue have 
failed to adequately engage with council officers who have raised concerns about 
prior licence breaches.

Accountability ultimately lies with the premises licence holder/designated premises 
supervisor.  The Licensing Sub-Committee considered the only way that the serious 
management failings could be contained and further serious incidents avoided in the 
interim, pending a full review of the licence, was to suspend the licence with 
immediate effect. 
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The meeting ended at 1.15 pm

CHAIR


